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three last, seeing a gallows on a hillock, rode round
it to get a nearer yiew of the felon. "Wlien they met
at their inn, Dr. Eobertson began a discourse on the
character of nations, especially descanting on the bar-
barity of the English. He had seen three English-
men on horseback doing what no Scotchman would
ever have done. i Doctor,' said Dundas, with the face
of a criminal, 'it was Cockburn and Sinclair and
me.' This spoiled the theory of the development
of the character of nations. Philosophies of the
history of religion are like philosophies of history
in general, made on very uncertain knowledge.
The causes which affect religious belief are mostly
from their very nature, unknown. A great work
has yet to be done in the mere study of pheno-
mena before a conclusion of any real value can be
reached.

There are few pages of ecclesiastical history so full
of interest and instruction as those which concern the
Eeformed Church of France. "When we look at the
frivolous and volatile creature who is the typical
Frenchman of the present day, we can scarcely believe
that Calvin and Beza were Frenchmen, and that their
countrymen formed the Church of the Huguenots.
But three centuries ago the Eeformed Church of
France promised to be the most powerful of those
which embraced the Eeformation. Whole towns de-
clared themselves Protestants. Worshippers to the
number of 20,000 or 30,000 used to assemble in one
place. Princes and nobles were among its members.
The first Synod of Eochelle was attended by the
Queen of Navarre, the Prince of Navarre, the Prince